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The final mark of vital congregations on which our council is focusing this year, incorporate new members into 
congregational life, represents our willingness to allow God to breathe a renewing spirit into God’s faith communi-
ty in this place. In many ways, this mark brings life to the other three areas of emphasis: 

 Seek out and use the gifts of people of all ages 

 Deepen people’s relationship with God 

 Address social concerns (helping those in need) 

In the past three years, God has called, either through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, letter of transfer or affirma-
tion of faith, 129 new disciples into God’s community at First. As our new member task force was reviewing the list 
of these new members, we were overcome with gratitude at how graciously God has been gathering people into 
this community. In many ways, God has brought into this place an entire congregation of believers and joined them 
into God’s work here. 

Many of these newest disciples in this community we see at worship: sitting in the pews beside us, singing in the 
choir, serving as ushers, readers, and assisting ministers; attending bible study, participating in Faith Finders and 
youth ministry activities; participating in social ministry opportunities, such as filling Christmas Baskets, feeding the 
hungry, or bringing in angel tree gifts; or enjoying food and conversation at fellowship events both on site and in 
local restaurants.  First Lutheran is blessed to have a variety of ministry opportunities through which all whom God 
calls into this place can use talents and gifts to the glory of God! 

As we look to God’s future, we can be assured that God will continue to call folks into ministry in this place. We can 
also be assured that, as new people join in God’s ministry here, we will be blessed by new ideas, new perspectives 
and new opportunities to love God and neighbor in this community, the neighborhood and the world. 

On a personal note, as I enter into my 5th year serving alongside you, I am thankful for how God connected us to-
gether, how God has walked with us as we learned to know and love one another, and how God has worked in and 
through all of us to bring God’s message of hope into God’s hurting world. I look forward to walking with you into 
God’s “being made new” future in this place.  We are as a community of old members, new members and members
-to-be, truly blessed to be a blessing in God’s world. 

See you Sunday (or maybe Wednesday)! 

 

Pastor Mike 

 

PS: Last month, I listed a number of ways that we live into our call to love and serve neigh-
bor. I have a new item to add to the list:  

Our sewing circle has completed 91 quilts which are distributed through Lutheran World 
Relief (LWR).  

Thanks be to God for those who gather each month at lovingly craft these blankets for our 
neighbors near and far! 

 

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wil-
derness and rivers in the desert.  20 The wild animals 
will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I 
give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to 
give drink to my chosen people,  21 the people whom 
I formed for myself so that they might declare my 
praise.” (Isaiah 43:19-21, NRSV)  
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REVEREND GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT 
Pastor 

(ggrant@firstlutheranec.org) 

TANGIBLE SIGNS OF GOD’S LOVE 
 

“May God’s grace be upon this shawl, warming, comforting, enfolding, and embracing. May this shawl be a safe haven, a 
sacred place of security and well-being, sustaining and embracing, in good times as well as difficult ones. May the one who 
receives this shawl be cradled in hope, kept in joy, graced with peace and wrapped in God’s love.” - Adapted from Provena 
St. Mary’s Praying Hands Shawl Ministry 

 
For the last 12 years, Prayer Shawl Ministers at First Lutheran have crafted hundreds of prayer shawls, lap robes, 
pocket size prayer shawls and baby afghans and given them away as tangible reminders of the loving presence 
of God. Organized by Ginny Fan and Judy Moulton in February 2006, the prayer shawl ministers come together 
once a month, bringing in the prayer shawls and other crafted gifts of love they have completed or in the process 
of completion. At the end of the meeting, they gather in a circle, lay hands on the shawls and pray, asking not 
only that God would bless their gifts of love, but that His blessing would extend as well to the recipients. Those 
who have received these gifts of love speak of how comforting they are, especially during a difficult time in their 
lives.  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry created a booklet called “Patterns for Prayer Shawls and Baby Blankets” to serve as 
guide for those who wish to learn how to make these tangible signs of God’s love.  If you would like a copy or are 
interested in joining the Prayer Shawl Ministry, please contact Ginny Fan at (fanfamily88@gmail.com).  

To highlight this ministry, there will be a blessing of prayer shawls, lap robes and other crafted gifts of love on 
Sunday, November 25 at both worship services. Prayer Shawl Ministers will be available for more information as 
they host coffee hour in between services.  
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REVEREND GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT 
Pastor 

(ggrant@firstlutheranec.org) 

PREPARING FOR THE HOLIDAYS  

WHEN YOU ARE GRIEVING OR IN TRANSITION 

 

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside 
quiet waters, He restores my soul.” (Psalm 23:1-3) 

Going through the holiday season can be difficult when you are grieving a loss or going through a major change 
in life. Any change, even good change, can bring about a sense of loss and a grief reaction.  Whether you are 
grieving the death of a loved one, going through a divorce or separation, experiencing a change in health status, 
planning a major move or going through any life transition that changes how you spend your holidays, this work-
shop provides a loving and supportive environment where you can have the opportunity to:  

 Tell your story. 

 Grieve in a safe and confidential setting. 

 Learn coping tools to help you come up with an action plan and prepare for 
the holidays. 

 Invite God to accompany you on this journey. 
 

Place: First Lutheran Church 

            3604 Chatham Road, Ellicott City, MD  21042 

  Fellowship Center 

Date:  Saturday, November 17, 2018 

Time:  9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

A Continental Breakfast will be available at 8:30 a.m.  Please RSVP to Pastor Gigie Sijera-Grant at 
ggrant@firstlutheranec.org or call the church office at (410) 465-2977, to help us plan accordingly by preparing  
enough materials for everyone. 

Pastor Gigie 

CHRIST CARING FOR PEOPLE 
THROUGH PEOPLE 

SPONSORED BY 
STEPHEN MINISTRY 

ANGEL TREE GIFTS | November 21 - December 15 
 

First Lutheran is once again planning to provide Christmas gifts for children in our com-
munity who might otherwise not receive gifts at Christmas.  We are also including gen-
eral scholarships for the First Lutheran Preschool this year. 
 
If you would like to be a part of this wonderful tradition, then starting November 21, 
please select your “Angel” from the Angel Tree in the narthex and sign out on the clip-
board.  Then shop!   Please return your UNWRAPPED gift in the bag provided with the 
angel attached , so that we know where to distribute the gift.  (Our church youth group 
will also wrap all gifts again this year).  All gifts should be placed in the Angel Tree Bin 
by the date indicated on each Angel ornament to allow time wrapping and to get them to 
where they need to be for the children to have them by Christmas.  Contact Malia 
Schlichting at (malia_schlichting@yahoo.com), (410) 259-8446 or (301) 648-6639 
with any questions.  Thank you and happy shopping! 



DR. WAYNE L. WOLD 
Director of Music Ministry 

(wayne@firstlutheranec.org) 
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Words make you think a thought. 

Music makes you feel a feeling.  

A song makes you feel a thought.  

Yip Harburg 

First Lutheran Church has a long history of supporting music both inside and outside of worship. That’s not the case 
everywhere, so first of all let me congratulate you on your long-standing tradition and continuing commitment. But 
have you ever tried to articulate why worship and music seem to go hand-in-hand? Is it hard to imagine worship with-
out music? Doesn’t music seem to connect with the divine, even if it is not specifically religious in nature? Do you 
have what you might call a “spiritual experience” listening to music of all types and styles? It’s even more powerful 
when you are making the music and not just listening. 

There is indeed a special power that music holds over us; it seems to speak a special language, a language without 
or even beyond words. I think Mr. Harburg stated it very well (see his quote at the top of this article). Harburg, author 
of such meaningful and memorable lyrics as “Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?” and ALL the songs in “The Wizard of 
Oz,” knew the power of connecting words with music. The combination of the two “languages” of music and words 
makes the impact much more powerful than either of the two art forms on their own. The best of the hymns, liturgical 
pieces, anthems, and solos that we employ in worship and in concert do indeed help us “think a thought” and “feel a 
feeling,” and then they combine to allow us to “feel a thought.” Heart and brain; emotion and mindfulness. That’s the 
type of holistic experience that we crave and need—a sign that our creator wants each of us to experience wholeness 
in our lives. 

All our choirs are up and running, and all welcome new members. Here is the line-up: 

 Jubilate Handbells—Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.| Sanctuary, Contact: Jenne Burnham (fenris1954@yahoo.com)     

Children’s Choir—Sundays at 9 a.m. | Ed Bldg Music Room, Contact: Laurel Wacyk  (Laurel@firstlutheranec.org)  

Adult/Teen Choir—Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. | Choir Room, Contact: Laurel Wacyk (Laurel@firstlutheranec.org)  
 

Join us! And keep singing!  - Wayne 

JENNY JAMES 
Director of Preschool 

(flcpreschool@firstlutheranec.org) 

The Preschool Board is planning to make this year's Heaven's Kitchen & 
Silent Auction the best one ever!  We have received donations for our silent 
auction from a variety of local vendors like Medieval Times, Autobahn 
Speedway, Panera Bread, Otterbox, and Picaboo.   

If you would rather bid on baked goods, Heaven's Kitchen will feature a 
variety of yummy treats.  All money received will go directly to the Rev. 
Glenn & Stella Ludwig Preschool Scholarship Fund to help families in 
need with their tuition payments. Please plan to attend on Sunday morning, 
December 2 from 9 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.  

 - Jenny  

HEAVEN’S KITCHEN  
& 



LAUREN GRAY  
Director of Children & Youth Ministries 

(Lauren@firstlutheranec.org) 

Blessings!  Lauren Gray 

TRUNK-OR-TREAT | OCTOBER 27 
Come one, come all, to this year’s Trunk-or-Treat event! Bring your family, friends, 
and neighbors to the church parking lot on Saturday, October 27 from 2-3:30 p.m. 
for an exciting twist on the traditional Trick-or-Treating!   **Please sign up your au-
tomobile “trunk” on the bulletin board by the office workroom in the Narthex.  We 
need to know who will be participating, to reserve parking spots.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Lauren Gray.  
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM RETREAT AT MAR-LU-RIDGE | NOVEMBER 16-18  
This year’s Affirmation of Baptism retreat will take place at Mar-Lu-Ridge on November 16-18. All youth who partici-
pate in our AOB classes are invited to attend this retreat. This year’s theme is “Faith Alone” and the retreat will ex-
plore the Ten Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, and Apostle’s Creed. The cost is $90 per person, which will cover all 
aspects of the retreat. Please contact Lauren Gray, if you would like to register.  
 
RESTAURANT FUNDRAISER - PIE FIVE PIZZA CO. | NOVEMBER 20 
On Tuesday evening, November 20, join us at Pie Five Restaurant, Ellicott City from 5-9pm to 
help us raise funds for next summer’s youth mission trip! Tell the cashier at the restaurant that 
you are there for the First Lutheran Church fundraiser. Dine in and carry out orders are available. 
We will be receiving 20% of the proceeds from that night. Thank you for supporting our youth!  

October 19-21 FreeRide Synod Middle School Retreat  

October 21 No Youth Group 

October 27 Trunk-or-Treat  

October 28  Affirmation of Baptism Sunday 

November 16-18 Confirmation Retreat at Mar-Lu Ridge (see below) 

November 18 
Youth Group from 5-7pm in the Youth Room (assembling 
boxes for Christmas Baskets)  

November 20 Restaurant Fundraiser for Youth Mission Trip (see below) 

November 25 Faith Finders Service Project 
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Statistics – are they just “Nice to Know” numbers? Or are they “Need to Know” numbers that 
force us to confront the real issues? The Orioles’ 2018 attendance was the lowest since 1978. 
They had only 1 sellout crowd in 2018 – March 29 (Maundy Thursday!!) And they lost 115 
games and won 47 this year. Attendance was down 23% from 2017. “Early season cold weath-
er, rain, 3 fewer home games, a losing record” are some of the excuses offered. Had enough?? 
OK, there’s always “Next Year”! 

So, let’s have some fun and consider some of the statistics we face here at First Lutheran. What are some statistics YOU 
consider to be “Need to Know”? Is it even important to look at statistics here? After all, there’s only so much we can do, 
and the rest is up to God and the Holy Spirit?  

Let’s list all the excuses so we start getting to the core issues. How do you evaluate the “success” of our efforts? Are we 
just so darn comfortable and so busy here we don’t want to consider anything disturbing?  What are the encouraging sta-
tistics that can instruct us? Do you know? Do you care?   

Numbers alone can help us identify trends. Next, we can sort through excuses to discover the underlying issues. Then 
we can see “what we can change, what we cannot change and ask for wisdom to know the difference”. Is this part of 
“Growingup In Faith Together”? Come have some fun and join us in the Library 9:15 a.m. on Sundays. Think about it. 
Either way, you are a statistic! (Submitted by George Dress) 

Image: grubhub.com 



5 

FALL GATHERING 
Fourteen women attended the WELCA potluck lunch gathering on Monday, September 
24.  After lunch, we shared our stories and memories from past WELCA events.  For ex-
ample, we examined original documents of the meeting minutes of October and Decem-
ber 1957 ULCW of First Church executive board that describe the selection of the four 
original circle names.  The Dorcas Circle name was selected for the group that oversaw 
the nursery led by Mrs. Bladen Yates.  The Mary Circle name was given to the afternoon 
mission study led by Mrs. Henry House and Martha Circle for the evening mission study 
led by Miss Margaret Wiegand.  The name of Rebecca Circle was chosen for the group 
whose main interest was with the altar guild.  We collected Lutheran World Relief (LWR) schools supplies which will be 
assembled in early next year. 
 
MAKER PRACTICE EVENT 
Five women joined Amy Isler at her Catonsville business, Maker Practice, on Tuesday evening, September 25.  We 
enjoyed snacks and drinks while making cool craft projects such as a fall leather wreath, a wooden clock and faux 
stained glass framed pictures.  It was a fun evening and we enjoyed learning of Amy's adventures operating a busi-
ness with one of her girlfriends. 
 
COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES 
Twenty-seven college care packages will be packed and sent to First Lutheran college students thanks to the gener-
ous donations of love and support from the congregation including $10 Dunkin' Donuts gift cards, $10 Starbucks gift 
cards, dozens of homemade cookies, pocket prayer shawls by the Prayer Shawl Ministry, candy, handwritten letters, 
and postage costs for shipping the boxes.  The boxes will be packed on Saturday morning, October 20 in the Fellow-
ship Center at 9:30 a.m. and then shipped to our students.  All women are invited to join in the fun. 
 
“FILL YOUR CUP” NOVEMBER EVENT 
We promised that additional women events will be coming in the 
2018/2019 WELCA program year and the next one is scheduled 
for Saturday morning, November 17 at 9:30 a.m. in the Library 
with FREE Starbuck's coffee or tea.  The Library will be trans-
formed into a warm, cozy cafe with an inviting environment that 
all women will want to come for a time of relaxation, friendship, 
and discussion.  We will talk about how we can fill our cups with 
God's love each day when we allow him to, experience God's 
never-ending love for us, and to overflow into the lives of others.  
Come share about 60-90 minutes of your Saturday morning with 
us. 
 
A SNEAK PEAK AT FUTURE EVENTS 
Several potential future events may include the following ideas:  a 
Christmas Tea on Saturday, December 1, raising funds for World 
Hunger with the 2019 FELC men on Saturday, January 12, mak-
ing fresh summertime lemonade when life gives you lemons (God 
makes things new), receiving encouragement, support and friend-
ship with a Mom Squad, baking cookies for seafarers who dock at 
the Baltimore port, looking for butterflies on a Saturday walk (Just 
as a butterfly transforms from an egg, to a caterpillar, to a chrysa-
lis, to a butterfly; we are transformed when we live as God's disci-
ples), huddling around an evening campfire with s'mores, and 
growing deeper relationships with God at an overnight retreat.   
 
If you are interested in helping with any of these ideas or have an 
idea, please contact Diane Schwarzman at (410) 480-9711 or
(stevedoce@comcast.net).  Let's discover how we can help all 
women grow deeper relationships with God and with each other! 
 
 

 

WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN (WELCA) 
Diane Schwarzman, President  

(stevedoce@comcast.net)  



Join the LEAD Team as God Re-Awakens! 
For the past several months, our LEAD team has been prayerfully 
engaged in the third module of Living Every Day As Disciples: The Wake 
Up Process. It has been a renewing pilgrimage that began with hearing 
how God was calling us to identify core beliefs: those deepest values of a 
congregation that define us as Lutherans. 
 
Everyone at First Lutheran is invited to spend concentrated time between Reformation 2018 and Baptism of Our 
Lord Sunday in 2019, to join in this “rediscovering our Lutheran values” pilgrimage, using the fundamental 
explanations of our core beliefs that Martin Luther provides in the Small Catechism.   
 
On Reformation Sunday, copies of Luther’s Small Catechism and accompanying suggested Heritage Pilgrimage 
outline will be available for households to take home and use as a guide for weekly family devotions and 
discussion. 
 
Then, on Baptism of Our Lord Sunday, January 13, 2019, we will, as a community of faith gathered by God for 
worship, re-affirm our baptism and our commitment to live into these promises of baptism: 
 

 To live among God’s faithful people, 
 To hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, 
 To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word in deed, 
 To serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
 And to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

 
(From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 236) 
 
We know that the time we spend together on this pilgrimage will be a time of experiencing the liberating grace of 
God that comes freely to us because of God’s deep, bold and consequential love. 
 

Pastor Mike     Pastor Gigie     Joanna Casto     George Conklin     Cathy Rice     Jay Zumbrun 
 

  
 
 
 

 
Lutheran Heritage Pilgrimage  
 
The Ten Commandments 
 Week of November 4: Commandments 1-4 (pp. 4-5) 
 Week of November 11: Commandments 5-7 (pp. 6-7) 
 Week of November 18: Commandments 8-10 (pp. 8-11) 
 Thanksgiving Day: Use Luther’s Blessing at Meals and 

Thanksgiving (after the meal) (pp. 39-40) 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 Week of November 25: Article 1 (pp. 13-14) 
 Week of December 2:  Article 2 (pp. 14-15) 
 Week of December 9: Article 3 (pp. 16-17) 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Week of December 16: Lord’s Prayer (pp. 18–22) 
 Week of December 23: Lord’s Prayer (pp. 23-27) 

 
 Christmas Eve / Day Meal: Use Luther’s Blessing at Meals 

and Thanksgiving (after the meal) (pp. 39-40) 
 Week of December 30:  Confession and Lord’s Supper 

(pp. 31-35) 
 Week of January 6:  Baptism (pp. 28-30) 

 6 
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JUST A FEW GOOD THINGS TO KNOW… 
 

2019 DELAWARE-MARYLAND SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

If you've never attended a Synod Assembly, it is definitely something to consider.  Why? 
Because, it is an opportunity to join other disciples from the ELCA congregations in the 
Delaware-Maryland region - worship together, hear reports from various committees with-
in the synod, learn about the great work done by ELCA worldwide, and conduct business 
for our synod. Overall, it is an inspiring opportunity for all.  So, please consider joining us 
next year.  However, now is the time to start planning for the (8) people who will repre-
sent First Lutheran at the 2019 DE-MD Synod Assembly.  All expenses for registration, 
lodging, and food are paid by First Lutheran.  The assembly is scheduled for Thursday, 
May 30 through Saturday, June 1 at the Marriott Delta Hotel in Hunt Valley, MD.  If you 
are interested, please contact Diane Schwarzman by November 1 at (410) 480-9711 or (stevedoce@comcast.net). 

MY STEPHEN MINISTER IS TRULY A GIFT 
 

A Stephen Minister comes alongside a hurting person and meets with that person 
on a weekly basis to listen, care, encourage, pray, and provide emotional and spir-
itual support. Men are paired with men; women with women. 
 

Over the years, well over one-and-a-half million people have benefited from the 
one-to-one, Christ-centered care of a Stephen Minister. This care is entirely confi-
dential—no one knows the identity of a care receiver except for his or her Stephen 
Minister and the pastor or Stephen Leader who paired the two together. The care 
receiver featured at (https://player.vimeo.com/video/116614328?color=ffffff) 
stepped forward willingly to share her story. 
 

If you feel like you have the need for a Stephen Minister or have the gifts to be a Stephen Minister, please contact 
Pastor Gigie Sijera-Grant at (410) 465-2977 or (ggrant@firstlutheranec.org). 

A CELBRATION FOR PASTOR GIGIE’S RETIREMENT  

Pastor Gigie will serve in her final worship service on Sunday December 30.    
THERE WILL BE ONE SERVICE THAT DAY AT 9:30 AM.  Please plan to attend.  
Following the service there will be a celebration gathering with light fare and fellow-
ship with Pastor Gigie.  

Everyone is invited to share their thoughts with Pastor in a “Memory Book” that is be-
ing assembled by Jan Marshall and Cheryl Mason (see below).  Additional details 
about Pastor Gigie’s retirement celebrations will be shared in the December 2018 
edition of The Messenger.  

COLLECTING FOND MEMEMORIES FOR PASTOR GIGIE 

You are invited to contribute to a Memory Book that will be presented to Pastor 
Gigie Sijera-Grant upon her retirement.  Please consider submitting a note of 
thanks or a letter of memories in the format of your choice.  A photo, drawing, or 
small memento can be included.   

The scrapbook will be assembled with the utmost respect for confidentiality and 
privacy. It is understood that each message is a personal one for Pastor Gigie 
only.  If you choose to submit your letter in a sealed envelope, it will remain 
sealed in the book presented to her. 

You may send your letter electronically to (cherylmsmason@gmail.com) or hand deliver it to Phyllis Lott, Ministry 
Specialist II, in the church office, or to Jan Marshall or Cheryl Mason.  Jan and Cheryl will collate the material and 
create the book.  Contact either of them if you have questions or need clarification.   

Pastor Gigie will be able to reflect on this keepsake for years to come! So, please consider being a part of this won-
derful opportunity to show our love and appreciation for her years of dedicated and faithful service here at First.  



Welcoming, Growing, Sharing in God’s Grace 
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COLLEGE CARE PACKING FOR FIRST LUTHERAN COLLEGE STUDENTS | OCTOBER 20 
Join us this Saturday, October 20 at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Center where we will pack the goodies col-
lected with ‘First Lutheran love” to be shipped to First college students at their college residence.  
 
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY SUBMISSIONS FOR REMEMBRANCE DUE | OCTOBER 26 
All Saints Sunday is Sunday, November 4.  During both Worship services, we remember the saints who died, 
as well as the saints who were baptized since All Saints Sunday last year by reading their names and ringing 
the chime. If you would like to include the name of loved ones who died since November 2017, please submit 
the names to the church office at (flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org) no later than October 26.    
 
TRUNK-OR-TREAT | OCTOBER 27 
Bring your family, friends and neighbors to the church parking lot on Saturday, October 27 from 2-3:30 p.m. for 
an exciting twist on the traditional Trick-or-Treating!  Want to decorate your vehicle and help give out goodies?  
Then sign up your “trunk” on the bulletin board by the office workroom in the narthex to ensure we save a 
parking spot for you.  If you have any questions, please contact Lauren Gray (Lauren@firstlutheranec.org). 
 
FIRST LUTHERAN FALL WORK DAY | OCTOBER 27 
Volunteers are needed for various areas of cleaning and sprucing up outside on Saturday, October 27 from 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Tasks include: vine removal, window washing, leaf removal, gardening and pressure 
washing.  Volunteers can sign up on the display board located in the narthex. Then make plans to meet Diane 
Schwarzman and the others in the lower parking lot by the Social Hall on the 27th at 9 a.m.   
 
MULTICULTURAL LUNCHEON | OCTOBER 28 
Everyone is invited to join us at the Multicultural Luncheon featuring international specialty cuisine and tradi-
tional Oktoberfest food on Sunday, October 28 at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Center.  If interested in bring-
ing a specialty food to share, please contact Steve Schwarzman at (sschwarzman8964@gmail.com).   
 
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY | NOVEMBER 4 
Join us in worship on All Saints Sunday, a day of thanksgiving and celebration. In observance of this festival, 
you are invited to light a candle in memory of a loved one who died. These candles will be placed around the 
baptismal font during the worship service. Additional candles will be lit near the altar as the names are called 
by the pastors.  
 
SOUP KITCHEN | NOVEMBER 10 
We will be serving the Women and Children’s Place at Christ Lutheran Church, located in Baltimore’s Inner 
Harbor on Saturday, November 10. The menu and sign-up sheet are on the bulletin board in the Narthex. Vol-
unteers will depart the church at 4:30 p.m. to serve meals at 6:00 p.m. Contact: Gail Tabeling (Home: 410-
531-3938 or Cell: 443-506-3814).  
 
MARTHA CIRCLE MEETING | NOVEMBER 13 
Martha Circle will meet on November 13 at 10 a.m. A program entitled "Thankfulness" will be presented 
by Andrea Gruhl. Refreshments by Harriet Fenster. Contact Joan Burns (410) 465-1139 or Anna Marie 
Howser (410) 290-1040.  Meetings are held in the Youth Room and all women of the church are invited. 
 
2019 DE/MD SYNOD ASSEMBLY SELECTIONS | NOVEMBER 18 
The 2019 DE-MD Synod attendees (8 adults, 1 youth - up to age 18), and 1 young adult (18-30 yrs.) will be 
approved on November 18, at the Congregation Meeting. 
 
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY OBSERVED | NOVEMBER 22 & 23 
The church office will be closed on November 22 & 23 in observance of Thanksgiving. In the event of an 
emergency needing pastoral coverage, please call the emergency line number (410) 465-6779 which will put 
you in touch with the pastor on call.  
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NOTE:  God is as always at work, and it is apparent by the variety of events and activities taking place in and First Lutheran all the time. 
While they are all very important, we may not always capture them here in the Upcoming Calendar Events section of The Messenger. 
Therefore, please be sure to frequently check First’s online Calendar of Events for the latest and up-to-date details for all the bible 
study/small groups, support groups, educational hour classes, community events and service projects, fundraisers, women 
and men group fellowships/meetings, preschool events, concerts and so much more... 

Welcoming, Growing, Sharing in God’s Grace 

 

ADVENT | DECEMBER 2 
Advent begins on Sunday, December 2.  During Advent this year, we will 
offer midweek worship services at 7:00 p.m. (preceded by soup supper 
from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.) Unfortunately, due to decrease attendance we will 
not be offering a morning midweek worship service. 
 
HEAVEN’S  KITCHEN & SILENT AUCTION | DECEMBER 2 
See page 3 for details. 
 
MAKE & SHARE/SANTA’S SECRET WORKSHOP | DECEMBER 2 
Make & Share will be a time for children and families to participate in service projects intended to better our 
community. We invite you to join us on Sunday, December 2 in the Fellowship Center at 9:15 a.m. to create 
items that will help those around us that need it most!  
 
CHRISTMAS BASKETS/PANGANI LUTHERAN CHILDREN’S CENTRE | DECEMBER 14, 15, 22  
Volunteer to unload & stack non-perishables - December 14 
Volunteer to pack non-perishables - December 15 
Help unload truck & pack perishable - December 22 
Help load baskets into vehicles - December 22   
Volunteer to deliver baskets - December 22 

(See page 11 for details). 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING | DECEMBER 16 
Join us on Sunday, December 16 as we go Christmas caroling to share the Spirit of Christmas to our home-
bound around the neighborhood and community.  Meet us in the parking lot at 1:45 p.m. for a quick rehearsal. 
All are welcome - regardless of singing ability. So, bring along a friend too! The bus leaves promptly at 2:00 p.m. 
 
For additional Calendar of Events, refer to page 12 (Important Reminders & Announcements). 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Wednesday, November 21, 2018 | 7:00 p.m. 

Words of personal thanksgiving from: 

Joanna Casto - Amani Mmari - Hannah Seen 

O give thanks unto the Lord! 
“The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.                                                                                       

- Psalm 126:3 

Baked goods, coffee and hot cider will be served in the Fellowship Center following the service.  Please bring 
a dessert to share and invite your family and friends to join us in giving thanks to God for all our blessings! 



FAITH & FILM SERIES 
Fall 2018 

 
A series of feature films celebrating faith in our lives. 
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The Faith and Film series is about celebrating life and inspiring each of us through the power of story.  Since the 
advent of the movies, there have been countless stories that have reached in and touched the soul.  Consider the 
power of story to move you along in your journey.  Consider the power of story to remind each of us of the im-
portance of faith, hope and love.  Consider the potential for the world to be a better place.  And consider the pos-
sibility that films change people and people change the world.  This series will be shown in the Fellowship Center 
at First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Ellicott City, and the community is invited to attend.  All showings are 
scheduled for 7:00 PM.  All films are shown with closed captions.  Light refreshments are provided by the Fellow-
ship Committee of FELC.  Visit the website for more details about this fall’s series and line-up at                    
(http://www.firstlutheranec.org/). 
 
DEPARTURES (Rated: PG-13, 130 minutes)    
Friday, November 2, 2018 | 7:00 PM 
DEPARTURES (2008’s Oscar winner from Japan for Best Foreign Film) follows Diago, a 
devoted cellist in a symphony orchestra that has just been dissolved and who is suddenly 
left without a job.  He decides to move back to his old hometown with his wife to look for 
work and start over.  He answers a classified ad entitled “Departures” thinking it is an ad-
vertisement for a travel agency only to discover that the job is actually for a “Nokanshi” or 
“encoffineer,” a funeral professional who prepares deceased bodies for burial and entry 
into the next life.  While his wife and others despise the job, Diago takes a certain pride in 
his work and begins to perfect the art of “Nokanshi,” acting as a gentle gatekeeper be-
tween life and death, between the departed and the family of the departed.  The film fol-
lows his profound and sometimes comical journey with death as he uncovers the wonder, 
joy and meaning of life and living.  A film that has been out of circulation for years and is 
rarely shown due to distribution issues, left New York critic, Andrew Sarris, stating: “I re-
gard Departures as the most moving film I have ever seen commemorating the bonds 
between the living and the departed; an incredibly fulfilling movie experience.”  Winner of 
“Best Picture” at 8 international film festivals.  Released in 2008.     
 
PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST (Rated: PG-13, 108 minutes)  
Friday, November 16, 2018 | 7:00 PM 
PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST is the story of two men.  Luke, as a friend and physician, 
risks his life every time he ventures into the city of Rome to visit Paul, who is held captive 
in Nero’s darkest, bleakest prison cell.  Before Paul’s death sentence can be enacted, 
Luke resolves to write another book, one that details the beginnings of “The Way” and the 
birth of what will come to be known as the church.  Three plots interweave with Luke, who 
is connected to each thread: the central plot of Paul in prison; the persecution of the Chris-
tian community; and the illness of the daughter of a fictional Roman soldier, Mauritius, the 
prison’s warden.  “Well-crafted and solidly dramatic, the film rises above recent shoddy, 
preachier Biblical films.  A moving portrait of one of the early church’s most significant fig-
ures.” Justin Chang, LA Times.  Released in 2018.     
 

A SPECIAL FAMILY FUN NIGHT FILM EVENT!  
 

INCREDIBLES 2 - DISNEY PIXAR (Rated: PG , 118 minutes)    
Friday, (January 2019) | 7:00 PM 
Everyone’s favorite family of superheroes is back in INCREDIBLES 2 
- but this time Helen is in the spotlight, leaving Bob at home with Vio-
let and Dash to navigate the day-to-day heroics of “normal” life.  It’s a 
tough transition for everyone, made tougher by the fact that the family 
is still unaware of baby Jack-Jack’s emerging superpowers.  When a 
new villain hatches a brilliant and dangerous plot, the family and Fro-
zone must find a way to work together again-which is easier said than 
done, even when they’re all incredible.    



CHRISTMAS BASKETS 2018 
 
PANGANI LUTHERAN CHILDREN’S CENTRE 
Providing food, shelter and education for young girls in Nairobi, Kenya. A ministry 
partner of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 
Again this year, we plan to deliver Christmas food baskets to 140+ families in our 
community experiencing hardship, and to provide financial support for the Pangani 
Lutheran Children’s Centre.  And once again, we need your help!  Gifts of any 
amount are welcomed, helpful and greatly appreciated.  
 
Families receiving baskets will be identified through the Howard County School Sys-
tem, WIC (Women, Infants and Children), Grassroots Day Resource Center, the Mar-
yland National Guard’s Partners-in-Care Program, and referrals from our pastors and 
members. In order to reach out and serve these families, we need nearly 200 
volunteers who can make phone calls, arrange deliveries, put boxes together, 
pack boxes with perishable and non-perishable items, load and unload trucks, 
plan delivery, make maps, and deliver baskets. 
 
The Pangani Lutheran Children’s Centre reaches out to destitute girls, typically either 
orphaned or abandoned, to provide them with food, shelter, clothes, health care, and an 
education to help them grow into self-sustaining, valuable citizens. 
(http://www.plcc-nairobi.org/en/home.htm) 
 
Please use the form below and place it in the offering plate or send it to the church office.  Checks should be made 
payable to First Lutheran and designate “Food Baskets” ($85 supports one family with a basket of food).  You may 
also donate through the online “Pushpay” Give Option located on the church website at (http://www.firstlutheranec.org/) 
or text “firstlutheranec” to 77977. 
 

 
Yes, I/we will help on (check all that apply):       
 
 ___  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14 - 10:00 a.m. Volunteer to unload & stack non-perishables. Meet in Social Hall. 
 ___  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 - 9:00 a.m. Volunteer to pack non-perishables. Meet in Social Hall. 
 ___  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22 - 7:30 a.m.  Help unload truck & pack perishables. Meet in Social Hall. 
 ___  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22- 9:00 a.m.  Help load baskets into vehicles. Meet at the lower parking lot. 
 ___  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22 - 9:00 a.m.  Volunteer to deliver baskets.  Meet at the lower parking lot. 

 
IMPORTANT:  The boxes are heavy; consider bringing someone to help, if needed.  Also, please mark your calendar 
because there will be no reminders or phone calls; unless there is a problem.  Contact Joe or Carol Stickel at 443-
860-9068 or e-mail (jsticks414@yahoo.com) with questions.  If you would like your donation to be a dedication or me-
morial, please clearly print the details below.  It will be published in an upcoming edition of The Messenger.  
 

Name: ______________________________________Phone:_________________Envelope #________ 
 
E-mail: _______________________________________ 
 
Memorial/Dedication: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL UPDATE 
Susan Garde, Council Secretary 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 
Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 4 at 2:00 a.m. Please             
remember to set your clock back an hour on Saturday evening, so that you’ll        
be on time for worship Sunday morning! 
 
2019 Faith Spending Plan Town Hall 
In preparation for our upcoming Annual Congregational Meeting, our finance committee and council have prepared 
and reviewed the 2019 Faith Spending Plan. This plan was developed with input from the various ministry commit-
tees and reflects prayerful discernment of where God is leading us in 2019. Copies will be available on Sunday, 
November 4, 2018 during the 2019 Faith Spending Plan Town Hall at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Center for review 
and to walk through the proposed plan and answer questions. 
 
Annual Congregational Meeting  
Our Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 18, 2018 after the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service (start time is approximately 11:45 am). In addition to receiving an update on various congregational minis-
tries, we will also be voting on the 2019 Faith Spending Plan (budget) and our lay voting member representation at 
our 2019 Synod Assembly. A final meeting agenda will be available two weeks prior to the meeting (via weekly e-
newsletter and in-print at the church). 

The Council met on October 17, following Wednesday’s midweek worship.  In addition to hearing from all minis-
tries, other business included: 
 

 Kyle Spicer was welcomed to Council as a Youth member. 
 
 Authorization to sign the Boy Scout charter was given to President Diane 

Schwarzman 
 
 Review of the Annual Meeting agenda and 2019 Faith Spending Plan to be 

presented to the congregation on November 18. 
 
 A motion to receive new member Mark Williams was approved. 
 
 Approved asking for dedication donations toward the purchase of an additional 

50 ELWs to replace damaged ones in the worship center and to support Be-
loved Community worship. 

 
 Approval to hire Kyle Spicer for back-up Nursery Assistant and Sunday clean-up. 
 
 Approval of Affirmation of Baptism candidates for 2018.  
 
 Welcome to and discussion with Bishop Gohl regarding next steps for Pastoral support following Pastor 

Gigie Sijera-Grant’s retirement.  

Blessing of the Animals 

Sunday, October 14 

2 p.m. 

Social Hall  

Let all creation give praise! 



TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE 
Since its first meeting in August, members of our transition team have been meeting with various 
congregation groups and individuals to hear their concerns, dreams and wishes as we continue through 
this time of transition as Pastor Gigie prepares for retirement at the end of the year.  
 
At its meeting on September 25 which began with a time of sharing our individual highs and lows and 
bible study, the team discussed attributes of our next rostered minister (pastor) they heard from the many 
listening sessions that were held. A synopsis of the most frequently occurring characteristics were: 
 

Personality / Soft Skills Technical Skills 
Approachable Caring Ministry/pastoral care/Stephen Ministry 
Caring and compassionate Preaching ability 
Joyful/sense of humor/enthusiasm Organizational/administrative skills/multi-tasking/communication and follow-up 
A “people” person Connecting with young adults 
Open and creative Open and creative 

 
This information has been shared with Bishop Gohl, Bishop of our Delaware-Maryland Synod, to use as 
a means of identifying potential candidates for consideration as our next rostered minister.  The team also 
received many questions and has arranged them in the included listing of Frequently Asked Questions. 
We then ended the meeting with a prayer and a blessing. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions: 
 

1. We’ve heard that we are considering asking that the congregation issue a term call (with 
an initial term of two years) for our new rostered minister. Why is that? 

 

 When a congregation selects a rostered minister, specifically a pastor, they do so by 
issuing a call. There are two types of calls:  

o a regular call (which, constitutes a continuing mutual relationship and commitment, 
only terminated by death or for other reasons). 

o a term call (meaning a call is issued for a specific time frame). Term calls allow 
the congregation and the rostered minister to learn more about one another, to 
grow together, to continue mutual discernment as to the progress of the call, to 
address the changing needs of the congregation and the rostered minister, etc.  

 
 Consideration of issuing a term call is based on several factors: 

o First has numerous ministries that are in the infancy stage (LEAD work, Beloved 
Community, Wednesday Evening worship, other planned worship services),  

o the reality of living in an increasingly more secular neighborhood,  
o the challenge of reaching out into a neighborhood that itself is rapidly 

transforming 
 

2. What is the process for issuing a term call? 
 

Our transition team has engaged in conversations with various groups and individuals in the 
congregation regarding expectations of our new rostered minister. This information (reflected in 
the above list) has been shared with Bishop Gohl, who will then review profiles (similar to 
resumes) for rostered ministers and bring forth name(s) of potential candidate(s).  
 

Bishop Gohl will meet with our congregation council to walk through the process of interviewing 
and discerning whether the candidate(s) should be presented to the congregation. 
 

With council’s support, the congregation will then have an opportunity to meet with the candidate 
and have an opportunity to hear from the candidate. 
 

Then, the congregation would vote in a congregational meeting, to extend the call to the 
candidate. 
 

Assuming a positive call vote, and acceptance of the call by the candidate, then the rostered 
minister would then begin serving at a mutually agreeable date. 
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TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE - continued 
 

3. When are we anticipating that this whole process will be completed? 
 

Depending on the availability of candidates, scheduling of interviews, and congregational vote, it 
is feasible that the process can be completed by the end of the year and that the new rostered 
minister would begin serving alongside us January 1, 2019. 

 
4. What if the process can’t be completed by then? 

 
In that event, it is likely that we will engage with an interim pastor who would serve until the 
process can be completed. 

 
5. When would the new rostered pastor be formally installed? 

 
When pastors begin a call in a congregation, they are installed in to the office of pastor. In our 
case, the person we call will be installed in a ceremony that would happen after the minister 
begins serving. 
 

6. Did the transition team consider whether a deacon, rather than a second ordained pastor, 
could serve our congregation? 

 
We considered whether a deacon could meet the congregation’s needs and after prayerful 
consideration, discerned that the congregation’s needs at this time are best met by a minister on 
the Roster of Word and Sacrament (a pastor) rather than a minister on the Roster of Word and 
Service (a deacon). 
 

7. Has the transition team considered whether our new pastor should be full-time or part-
time? 

 
Given the work that God has in place for us, we strongly believe we need another full-time pastor. 
 

8. Is the transition team considering a first-call pastor? 
 

The transition team remains open to God’s work through the Holy Spirit in guiding the appropriate 
candidate to First Lutheran for consideration. If a first-call pastor brings the appropriate gifts, that 
person would be given consideration and could be recommended to the council and ultimately the 
congregation. 
 

9. Can we afford another full-time pastor? 
 

Discussions related to the costs associated with calling an additional full-time pastor will be 
addressed during the development of the 2019 Faith Spending Plan (budget), which will be 
presented to the congregation for approval at its annual meeting, scheduled for November 18, 
2018 after the 10:30 worship service. 
 

10. What areas of ministry will the new pastor serve? Will they be the same ministry areas in 
which Pastor Gigie has served? 

 
The areas of ministry for the new pastor will not necessarily be the same as the ministry areas in 
which Pastor Gigie has served. Specific areas of responsibility for the new pastor will be jointly 
discerned by Pastor Mike and the new pastor, based on the gifts both bring to these ministries. 
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Meet the Isaacs Family 

Cephas and Sheila Isaacs are from India. They met 
in Bangalore, also known as the Silicon Valley of India and were 
married there. God blessed them with two lovely daughters Ro-
chelle and Carolle. As a family they immigrated to the United 
States in 2007.  Cephas is a Social Worker and a trained Commu-
nity Development Organizer who has worked with numerous de-
velopment organizations and projects in both urban and rural In-
dia. He is passionate in serving the Lord and helping poor and the 
downtrodden.  
 
Sheila is a graduate Nurse from Christian Medical College in Vel-
lore. With several certifications to her credit, she has served in 
various capacities in teaching , administrative and clinical posi-
tions in some of the prestigious and world renowned Medical Insti-
tutions in India. She joined Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions in 
the Department of Neurology in the year 2007.  Rochelle and 
Carolle both graduated from Centennial High in 2014 and in 2016, 
respectively, and are now in UMBC, continuing their higher edu-
cation in Healthcare Management and majoring in Biology. 
 
As a family they are all gifted and talented in music and singing. 
They strongly believe that God has blessed them with melodious 
voices and musical abilities to serve Him and preach the good 
news of Jesus Christ through music and singing songs of worship 
and praise, in different languages. 
 

Welcome to our fellow disciples who were 
received into our faith community on Sep-
tember 23, 2018. Let’s make them all feel 
welcome in our faith family! 

Meet the Ewing Family 

Paul and Megan Ewing recently became residents of Ellicott 
City. They quickly became a family of four when they adopted 
their dog and welcomed their first child Lydia soon after. As for-
mer hockey and lacrosse players, they are very active and have 
found great joy in the abundance of Ellicott City’s trails and parks. 
With Italian roots, the heart of their home is in the kitchen, where 
they spend most of their time bonding over meals. The Ewing's 
are excited to join First Lutheran’s welcoming community. 
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Meet the Koch Family 

Gina and Pete Koch met in Catonsville playing ultimate fris-
bee.  They were married in 2001 and lived in Savage before 
moving to Ellicott City.  Gina grew up in Central Illinois on a 
family farm as a member of the Lutheran Church.  After at-
tending the University of Illinois and University of Wisconsin, 
she moved to Baltimore for a job in food science. Pete also 
grew up in the Lutheran church. He spent most of his early 
years in Cincinnati.  In the fourth grade he moved to Ca-
tonsville where he spent the rest of his childhood.  He attend-
ed Valparaiso University and majored in Mechanical Engineer-
ing.  He moved back to Maryland and is a Control System En-
gineer.   

They have 2 children - Ben and Elena.  Ben is in middle 
school and is a drummer, boy scout and a member of a first 
Lego league team.  Elena attends preschool at First Lutheran 
and enjoys singing, dancing and gymnastics.  The whole fami-
ly enjoys music, reading and the great outdoors. 

16 

PARISH REGISTER 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUNDS 
 - None as of September 30, 2018 

HOLY BAPTISMS 

Lydia Elizabeth Ewing 
October 7, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. 
Born March 6, 2018  
Parents: Paul & Megan Ewing 
 
Willa Marie Tracy 
September 23, 2018 at 8:00 a.m. 
Born January 29, 2018  
Parents: Tim Tracy & Ingrid Greenlee 

In November, we continue our quarterly emphasis in our Always Being Made New cam-
paign: New and Renewing Congregations. Offerings collected help both the ELCA and 
our Delaware-Maryland (DE-MD) Synod start new congregation and work with those con-
gregations undergoing a renewal process.  

Our DE-MD Synod is currently supporting 5 new congregations (including Beloved Com-
munity here at First Lutheran). In addition, our synod is supporting a number of congrega-
tional renewal efforts as the people of God in those congregations follow God’s “always 
being made new” lead. 

For those who have participated, yet again, in our Always Being Made New Campaign, THANK YOU! As of Sep-
tember 30, we had collected $2,075 in offerings towards God’s work across the globe, which was the emphasis for 
the past quarter (July – September 2018). 

You can participate by using any of the following methods: 1) Regular Offering 2) Special Envelope (located in your 
envelope packet) 3) Always Being Made New Envelope (located in the pew racks) 4) Online Giving Platform* 

*To use this service, you can access the Give option on our website, our App (for mobile devices), or simply text “firstlutheranec” to 77977. You’ll receive a 
link to our giving app and can make your designated offering by selecting the ELCA Campaign option.  Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply.    
For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms.  For the Privacy Policy please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or 
STOP to cancel.  

Welcome to our fellow disciples who were 
received into our faith community on Sep-
tember 23, 2018. Let’s make them all feel 
welcome in our faith family! 

MARRIAGES 

Brandon Zeger & Jennifer Rohrer 
September 29, 2018 
 



Photography compliments of Steve DeWitt.
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��������ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�Θ�zŽƵƚŚ�DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ >ĂƵƌĞŶ��ĂƌŽŶŶĂ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-Ϯϵϳϳ >ĂƵƌĞŶΛĮƌƐƚůƵƚŚĞƌĂŶĞĐ͘ŽƌŐ 
    
KhdZ���,�D/E/^dZz �ĞůůĂ�zĂŚƵŵĂΎ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-ϮϳϮϬ ƌǇĂŚƵŵĂΛǇĂŚŽŽ͘ĐŽŵ 
 ^ĂůůǇ�^ĞĞŶ�;WƌĞƐĐŚŽŽů�>ŝĂŝƐŽŶͿΎ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-ϵϭϲϬ ƐĂůůǇƐĞĞŶΛǀĞƌŝǌŽŶ͘ŶĞƚ� 
 <ĂƚŚŝ�tŚŝƚĞΎ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-ϳϯϴϰ ǁŚŝƚĞϮϴϱϬΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
 DĂůŝĂ�^ĐŚůŝĐŚƟŶŐΎ ϰϭϬ-Ϯϱϵ-ϴϰϰϲ ŵĂůŝĂͺƐĐŚůŝĐŚƟŶŐΛǇĂŚŽŽ͘ĐŽŵ 
��������^ŽĐŝĂů�DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ dĞƌƌǇ�<ĂǇ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-ϵϯϳϮ dĞƌƌĞŶĐĞ͘ŬĂǇΛǀĞƌŝǌŽŶ͘ŶĞƚ 
��������tŽŵĞŶ�ͬ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�WůĂĐĞ 'Ăŝů�dĂďĞůŝŶŐ ϰϭϬ-ϱϯϭ-ϯϵϯϴ ŐƚĂďĞůŝŶŐΛĂŽů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������'ƌĂƐƐƌŽŽƚƐ��ĂǇ��ĞŶƚĞƌ �ŝůů�,ĂƌŬŝŶƐ�;sŝĐĞ-WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚͿΎ ϰϭϬ-ϳϴϭ-ϰϲϱϴ ǁŵŚĂƌŬŝŶƐΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
���������ĂďǇ�'ŝŌ��ĂŐƐ :ĞŶŶĞ��ƵƌŶŚĂŵ ϰϰϯ-ϲϳϳ-ϯϲϳϭ ĨĞŶƌŝƐϭϵϱϰΛǇĂŚŽŽ͘ĐŽŵ 
��������^ĞǁŝŶŐ��ŝƌĐůĞ�;YƵŝůƚƐͿ �Ğď�,ĂƌĚĞƐƚǇ� ϰϭϬ-ϱϯϬ-ϵϳϳϮ ĚĞďƐƵŵŵĞƌĐƌĞƐƚΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������^ĞǁŝŶŐ��ŝƌĐůĞ�;YƵŝůƚƐͿ <ĂƌĞŶ��ĞǁŝƩ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-ϵϳϰϰ� ŬǇĚƐŚŽƉϭΛǀĞƌŝǌŽŶ͘ŶĞƚ 
���������ĂƌŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ��ƌĞĂƟŽŶ �ĂƚŚǇ�ZŝĐĞ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-ϵϲϯϭ ĐƉƌƉĞŶƉĂůΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
    
^hWWKZd�D/E/^dZz 'ůĞŶŶ�^ĞǀĞƌŶΎ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-Ϭϯϲϵ ŐƐĞǀĞƌŶΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
��������&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ ^ƚĞǀĞ�^ĐŚǁĂƌǌŵĂŶ ϰϭϬ-ϰϰϬ-ϲϲϮϰ ƐƐĐŚǁĂƌǌŵĂŶϴϵϲϰΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������WĞƌƐŽŶŶĞů 'ĞŶŶǇ�,ĂƌĚĞƐƚǇΎ ϰϭϬ-ϯϯϲ-ϮϰϮϲ ,ĂƌĚĞƐƚǇ'ĞŶŶǇΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������^ƚĞƉŚĞŶ�DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ �ŽůůĞĞŶ�&ŽǁůĞƌ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-Ϯϰϱϯ ĐŽůůĞĞŶĨŽǁůĞƌΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������WƌĂǇĞƌ�^ŚĂǁůƐ 'ŝŶŶǇ�&ĂŶ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-ϳϮϯϳ ĨĂŶĨĂŵŝůǇϴϴΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������^ƚĞǁĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ 'ĞŽƌŐĞ��ŽŶŬůŝŶ ϰϭϬ-ϳϱϬ-ϳϮϬϴ ĐŽŶŬŐĞŽΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������>��� :ĂǇ��ƵŵďƌƵŶ ϰϰϯ-ϳϰϱ-Ϭϳϯϳ ũǌƵŵďƌƵŶΛĐĐďĐŵĚ͘ĞĚƵ 
���������Ğ-�ŝŶŝŶŐ�tŽŵĞŶ EĂŶĐǇ�>ŽƵŝĂ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-Ϯϵϳϳ ůŽƵŝĂΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
��������    
��D/E/^dZ�d/s��D/E/^dZz ZŽďĞƌƚ�^ĂŶĚĞƌƐΎ ϰϭϬ-ϵϲϰ-ϱϭϴϭ ƌƐĂŶĚĞƌƐϰϮΛǀĞƌŝǌŽŶ͘ŶĞƚ 
 ^ƵƐĂŶ�'ĂƌĚĞ�;^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇͿΎ ϰϭϬ-ϱϰϵ-ϭϳϱϳ ƐƵƐĂŶŐĂƌĚĞϬϵΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
 tĂĚĞ�tƌĂǇ�;&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇͿΎ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-Ϯϵϳϳ ĮŶƐĞĐΛĮƌƐƚůƵƚŚĞƌĂŶĞĐ͘ŽƌŐ 
��������WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ ZŝĐŚ�&ƵŶŬĞ ϰϭϬ-ϵϵϮ-ϴϬϭϱ ƌŚĨƵŶŬĞΛĂŽů͘ĐŽŵ 
��������&ŝŶĂŶĐĞ DŝĐŚĞůůĞ�DŝůĞƐ�;dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌͿΎ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϭ-ϲϴϱϯ ƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌΛĮƌƐƚůƵƚŚĞƌĂŶĞĐ͘ŽƌŐ 
���������ŶĚŽǁŵĞŶƚ &ƌĂŶŬ�WĂůƵůŝƐ ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϱ-Ϯϵϳϳ ĨǁƉĂůƵůŝƐΛĐŽŵĐĂƐƚ͘ŶĞƚ 
��������DĞŵŽƌŝĂů�'ŝŌƐ 'Ăŝů�,ŝŬĞů ϰϭϬ-ϰϲϭ-ϲϮϵϲ ŽŶƚŚĞŐŽŐĂŝůΛŵƐŶ͘ĐŽŵ 



 

IN CASE YOU DID NOT KNOW OR FORGOT... 
 
FIRST ON VIMEO  
We are building a collection of our videos on Vimeo. So, when you want 
to look at a video that you saw on Facebook/Twitter or the e-newsletter 
again, check there. And be sure to share with others some of the fun 
and exciting times we have serving together and for God’s glory. Vimeo 
(https://vimeo.com/user73508597). 
 

FIRST LUTHERAN APP (UNDER RECONSTRUCTION) 
On the App (“First Lutheran-Ellicott City”) you can also submit Prayer 
Requests, access Facebook, Sermons and Announcements, receive 
Push Notifications for special events, reminders and important church 
updates and more.  It’s easy and free to download.    
 

ADDITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES  
Midweek Worship and Beloved Community are additional opportunities to gather with fellow disciples for worship 
and fellowship, in addition to the two services on Sunday. Midweek services are held each Wednesday starting 
at 6:30 PM. Beloved Community gathers monthly on the 1st Saturday starting at 5:00 PM. We invite everyone to 
come. And come as you are!  
 

USE OF CHURCH FACILITIES 
Did you know that you can request use of the church facilities for personal use such as baby showers and other 
special occasions such as parties, meetings and other events?  To make a request, contact Lori Teitelbaum, 
Ministry Support Specialist, at (410-465-2977 x7) or (lori@firstlutheranec.org) in the church office  to obtain and 
complete a Facilities Use Agreement for consideration by the approval review committee. 
 

CREATION CARE  
We are still collecting used clothing and textiles (in plastic bags) in the blue bin located at the church’s lower 
parking lot.  As a reminder, these donations are used to provide clothing or in processing for other use across the 
world. Your stuffed animals, pillows, bedding, purses, belts and other textiles are acceptable. Refer to the bin or 
go to (http://www.mac-recycling.com/faq.html#6) for a complete list of acceptable and non-acceptable items. The 
Creation Care Ministry is also collecting used (cleaned) mascara wand for Wands for Wildlife (https://
www.appalachianwild.org/wands-for-wildlife.html). Visit the Information Board in the narthex for details of contact 
Cathy Rice (cprpenpal@gmail.com)  or Susan Garde (susangarde09@comcast.net). 
  
PRAYER REQUESTS 
To submit your requests for prayer, please complete the form in your bulletin or call the church office (410-465-
2977).  We kindly ask that when requesting prayer for others to obtain their permission beforehand, include your 
name, and if possible, the nature of the prayer request. Prayer requests will be included in the congregation's 
prayers for two weeks, unless specified otherwise.  For more information about prayer requests, express interest 
in becoming a part of the First Lutheran Prayer Network or receiving the Intercessory Prayer List, please contact 
Pastor Gigie Sijera-Grant at (410-465-2977 x2) or (ggrant@firstlutheranec.org).   
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS & SPONSORS ARE “VIPS” TO FIRST!  
Worship Assistants and Sponsors (flowers, bulletins and communion elements) are all “VIPS,” a very important 
part of worship—and needed year-round.  Therefore, please continue to check the Dedication Sign-up Calen-
dar on the bulletin board outside the church office workroom regularly for available dates for sponsorship oppor-
tunities. Complete the green dedication form on the board attached with your payment. Payments can be placed 
in the wooden mailbox on the bulletin board, offering plate or mailed to the office.  
  
If you are interested, and able to serve as an assistant during worship services, please go to the Sign-up Geni-
us (http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship) regularly for opportunities to use your God-
given time and talents for His church and disciples.  We continuously give thanks for your generosity and contin-
ued support!  
 

MOVING OR RELOCATING? 
Moving out of the state? Retiring and looking for warmer temps? Closer to the grand-kids? Got a new job? Or 
any other plans to move out of the area? First of all, we’re going to miss you!  Just as you have been a blessing 
to this congregation and community, we’d love to bless you and your family with a hearty Farewell and Godspeed 
as you go forth and continue to be a blessing to others, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, in your new 
home town. So, please be sure to contact the church office by phone or e-mail and let us know - before you go. 

 



Keep up with the latest news from 
 First Lutheran 

 

To receive church announcements and our weekly  
E-letters, use the ‘connect’ button on our new App, 
or go to First Lutheran Church’s website at  

www.firstlutheranec.org 
and look for the button 

 
 
 
Then fill in your name & e-mail address. 

 
It’s that easy! 

ABOUT FIRST LUTHERAN 

 
First Lutheran’s After Hours  
Emergency Phone Number 
    (evenings & weekends only) 

 
If you have a medical emergency, 

or death in the family  
and need to speak to the pastor immediately 

call: 
 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at: 

 

410-465-2977 

Like, Follow, Connect With Us 
 
 

 
  

@FirstLuthEllicottCity        @FLCofficeEC  

Stay connected on your mobile devices! 
 
Search and download  
“First Lutheran Ellicott City” 
on your mobile device’s App 
store. It’s FREE!  
 
Be sure to opt-in for push 
notifications, so that you 
don’t miss FELC updates. 
 
Connect, grow and share 
with us in all the amazing 
things God is doing here at 
First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.  

INTERESTED IN JOINING FIRST LUTHERAN? 

When Jesus called his first disci-
ples, he simply invited them, 
“Come and see.” 
 
Following Jesus’ example, we in-
vite anyone who would like to be-
come a member of the congrega-

tion to contact one of the pastors for a one-on-one 
orientation.  New members are received on the 
fourth Sunday of every month.  
 
You are welcome to grow, and share in God’s grace 
with us! 

SIGN UP NOW 

 

Electronic Giving 
Did you know that even if you have to miss a ser-

vice, you don’t have to miss an 
opportunity to give?  There are 
several easy and convenient 
ways to consistently give. 
 

1. Website - Select the  “GIVE” tab  
2. Text “firstlutheranec” to 77977 from any mobile 

device* 
 
Establishing an on-line giving profile also allows you 
to make offerings to a variety of designations.  Offer-
ings can be made from a checking account, debit 
card or credit card over a safe, encrypted connec-
tion.  
 

Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Condi-
tions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit 
https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.  

Pastors Mike and Gigie most recent Sunday ser-
mons can be also be listened to on the FELC App, 
Facebook page and  website.  We welcome you to 
“share” them with family & friends for listening and to 
encourage them to come and listen “in person.”  



To volunteer for worship services, sign-up directly at (http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship), e-mail (FLCoffice@firstlutheranec.org) or call 
the church office at 410-465-2977 with your date(s) of choice.  Thank you for serving God’s church and His disciples in worship! 

As 10/16/2018

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SCHEDULE
Area of Worship AM November 4 November 11 November 18 November 25

Altar Guild 8:00 & 10:30 Beth Harkins Beth Harkins Beth Harkins Beth Harkins

Acolyte
8:00 ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐

10:30 ‐‐‐ Laura Aguilar
Kris Baker

Sara Siemers Annabelle Gannon

Assisting  Minister
8:00 Jay Zumbrun Suzanne Brinkley Alan Lovell Mike Murphy

10:30 Tom Brzezinski Genny Hardesty Suzanne Brinkley

Bread Pickup Friday Doris Ann Hauser DeDe Severn Doris Zucker

Coffee Hour 8:00 Tuesday Bible Study Personnel Committee Genny Hardesty Prayer Shawl

Communion Assistant 8:00
10:30 ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐

Greeter

8:00
‐‐‐

Dorothy Griffin
Doris Anne Hauser

Mary Sergerson

Irmgard Shifflett
Sue Sewell

10:30
‐‐‐ Mitchell Beck ‐‐‐

Ruby Gannon
Brandon Gannon

Head Usher
8:00 ‐‐‐ Glenn Severn Terrence Kay Brooke Thielemann

10:30 Mike Anderson Jerry Kramer Greg Seen

Healing Prayers
8:00 Colleen Fowler Cheryl Mason Susan Garde Sue Sewell

10:30 Lynn Anderson ‐‐‐ Ken Buck Michele Psoras

Music
8:00 Church Choir Church Choir

10:30 Church Choir Church Choir Church Choir Church Choir

Reader
8:00 Sue Sewell Susan Garde Mike Murphy Lisa Coster

10:30 Lynn Ellen Anderson Joanne Lang Tom Brzezinski Susan Garde

Usher

8:00

Tommy Witt
Bill Harkins

DeDe Severn
Noel Lassise

Jan Murphy

James Murphy

Linda Kay 

Dean Layman

Bill Harkins

10:30
Preston Boswell
Olivia Boswell

Sharon Kramer
Bill Harkins

Tom Brzezinski
Carol Brzezinski
Sally Seen
Bill Harkins

Luke Gannon



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
28 
New Members Received  
Reformation Sunday 
8:00 AM Worship  
9:00 AM Children's Choir  
9:00 AM Refreshments  
9:15 AM Faith Finders  
9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together 
(G.I.F.T.)  
9:15 AM Living in God's Story  
9:30 AM Affirmation of Baptism Classes  
10:30 AM Worship w/Affirmation of 
Baptism  
12:00 PM Multicultural Luncheon  
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  

29 
10:00 AM WELCA 
Board Meeting  

30 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting  
1:00 PM Small Group 
Bible Study  
7:00 PM Boy Scout 
Troop 318  
7:00 PM DBSA / 
Depression&Bipolar 
Support  
7:00 PM Divorce Care  
7:00 PM Stephen 
Ministry Training  

31 
Reformation Day 
9:30 AM Preschool 
Halloween Parade  
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship  
7:00 PM Worship 
Service  
8:00 PM AA  

1 
All Saints Day 
9:30 AM Preschool 
Chapel  
10:30 AM Bible Study at 
Miller's Grant  
6:30 PM Jubilate  
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  
7:00 PM Preschool 
Board  
7:30 PM Choir 
Rehearsal  

2 
3:00 PM Girl Scout 
Troop 157  
7:00 PM Faith and Film  

3 
8:30 AM DAR - Col. 
Thomas Dorsey Chapter 
12:00 PM Plymouth 
Club  
5:00 PM Beloved 
Community Fellowship  
5:30 PM Beloved 
Community Worship  

4 
All Saints Sunday  
Annual Report Due  
Daylight-Saving Time Ends 
8:00 AM Worship  
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening  
9:00 AM Children's Choir  
9:00 AM Refreshments  
9:15 AM Faith Finders  
9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together 
(G.I.F.T.)  
9:15 AM Living in God's Story  
9:15 AM Town Hall - 2019 faith based 
spending plan  
9:30 AM Affirmation of Baptism Classes  
10:30 AM Worship  
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  

5 
9:00 AM LWV of MD 
Board Meeting  
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl  
1:00 PM Small Group 
Book Club  
7:00 PM Troop 318 
Committee  

6 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting  
1:00 PM Small Group 
Bible Study  
6:45 PM Columbia Pro 
Cantare  
7:00 PM Boy Scout 
Troop 318  
7:00 PM Divorce Care  
7:00 PM Stephen 
Ministry Training  

7 
Preschool 
Parent/Teacher 
meetings  
9:30 AM Preschool 
Chapel  
10:30 AM Bible Study  
11:30 AM Beloved 
Community Visioning 
team meeting  
6:30 PM Girl Scouts 
Brownie Troop 987  
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship  
7:00 PM St. Johns 
Community Association  
7:00 PM Worship 
Service  
7:30 PM Finance  
8:00 PM AA  

8 
Messenger Articles Due  
9:00 AM Preschool 
Global Parenting Event  
10:30 AM Bible Study at 
Miller's Grant  
6:30 PM Executive 
Committee  
6:30 PM Jubilate  
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  
7:30 PM Choir 
Rehearsal  

9 
9:00 AM Council 
Reports Due  
3:00 PM Girl Scout 
Troop 670  

10 
4:30 PM Women and 
Children's Shelter  

11 
Flag retirement ceremony - Sea Scouts  
Veterans Day 
8:00 AM Worship  
9:00 AM Children's Choir  
9:00 AM Refreshments  
9:15 AM Faith Finders  
9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together 
(G.I.F.T.)  
9:15 AM Living in God's Story  
9:30 AM Affirmation of Baptism Classes  

12 
9:30 AM Sewing Circle  
6:00 PM Miller's Grant 
Speaker & Reception 
(tentative)  
7:00 PM Property  
7:00 PM Stephen Min. 
Supervision  

13 
10:00 AM Martha Circle  
10:00 AM Staff Meeting  
1:00 PM Small Group 
Bible Study  
1:00 PM Stewardship 
Meeting  
6:30 PM AAUW Howard 
County Branch meeting  
7:00 PM Boy Scout 
Troop 318  

14 
9:00 AM Preschool 
Global Parenting Event  
9:30 AM Preschool 
Chapel  
10:30 AM Nursing 
Home Visit  
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship  
7:00 PM Worship 
Service  

15 
10:30 AM Bible Study at 
Miller's Grant  
1:00 PM Rebecca Circle 
6:30 PM Jubilate  
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  
7:30 PM Choir 
Rehearsal  

16 
Confirmation Retreat  
7:30 AM Men's 
Fellowship Breakfast  
3:00 PM Girl Scout 
Troop 157  
7:00 PM Faith and Film  

17 
Confirmation Retreat  
8:30 AM Grief Support 
Holiday Workshop  

First Lutheran Calendar of Events, Meetings and Activities as of 10/16/2018.
For changes/updates and/or details go to: (https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365/list/month/2018-11-01)

FIRST LUTHERAN CALENDAR OF EVENTS



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
18 
Confirmation Retreat  
8:00 AM Worship  
9:00 AM Children's Choir  
9:00 AM Refreshments  
9:15 AM Faith Finders  
9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together 
(G.I.F.T.)  
9:15 AM Living in God's Story  
9:30 AM Affirmation of Baptism Classes 
10:30 AM Worship w/baptism  
11:45 AM Congregational Meeting  
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  
5:00 PM Youth Group  

19 
Preschool - no afternoon 
classes  
11:00 AM Preschool 
thanksgiving dinner  

20 
Preschool - no afternoon 
classes  
9:00 AM Rug Hookers  
10:00 AM Staff Meeting  
1:00 PM Small Group 
Bible Study  
4:00 PM Thanksgiving 
Decorating  
5:00 PM Youth 
Fundraiser Pie Five 
Pizza  
6:45 PM Columbia Pro 
Cantare  
7:00 PM Boy Scout 
Troop 318  
7:00 PM Divorce Care  

21 
Angel Tree  
7:00 AM Preschool 
closed  
6:30 PM Choir 
Rehearsal  
7:00 PM Thanksgiving 
Eve Service  
8:00 PM AA  
8:00 PM Reception  

22 
OFFICE CLOSED  
Thanksgiving Day 
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  

23 
OFFICE CLOSED  
7:00 AM Preschool 
closed  
3:00 PM Girl Scout 
Troop 670  

24 
Angel Tree  

25 
Angel Tree  
Blessing Prayer Shawls  
New Members Received  
8:00 AM Worship  
9:00 AM Children's Choir  
9:00 AM Refreshments  
9:15 AM Faith Finders  
9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together 
(G.I.F.T.)  
9:15 AM Living in God's Story  
9:30 AM Affirmation of Baptism Classes 
10:30 AM Worship  
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  

26 
Angel Tree  

27 
Angel Tree  
10:00 AM Staff Meeting  
1:00 PM Small Group 
Bible Study  
7:00 PM Boy Scout 
Troop 318  
7:00 PM DBSA / 
Depression&Bipolar 
Support  
7:00 PM Divorce Care  
7:00 PM Stephen 
Ministry Training  

28 
Angel Tree  
9:30 AM Preschool 
Chapel  
6:30 PM Worship 
Fellowship  
7:00 PM Worship 
Service  
8:00 PM AA  

29 
Angel Tree  
9:00 AM Preschool 
Global Parenting Event  
10:30 AM Bible Study at 
Miller's Grant  
6:30 PM Jubilate  
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  
7:30 PM Choir 
Rehearsal  

30 
Angel Tree  

1 
Angel Tree  
1:30 PM WELCA 
Gathering Christmas 
Tea 
5:00 PM Beloved 
Community Fellowship 
5:30 PM Beloved 
Community Worship  

FIRST LUTHERAN CALENDAR OF EVENTS

First Lutheran Calendar of Events, Meetings and Activities as of 10/16/2018.
For changes/updates and/or details go to: (https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365/list/month/2018-11-01)




